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SHORT BIO (193 words) Cynthia qualified as speech therapist and began her career as a tutor/lecturer in the 
Speech & Audiology department at the University of the Witwatersrand.  
 
After working at various special needs schools, she changed her focus from 
remediation to early intervention, leading to the establishment of a toy library in 
1987. The positive results led to the founding of a toy library association. The number 
of toy libraries in South Africa continues to grow and they are very much part of the 
recommended programmes of various government departments. 
 
Cynthia served as President of the International Toy Library Association for 9 years.  
 
She was part of the team involved in the International Play Association’s Global 
Consultation Project leading up to UN General Comment 17 – on the Rights of a Child 
to Play.  
 

Since retirement, Cynthia has been involved on the Management Committee 
of A Chance to Play Southern Africa, a non profit organisation with a Vision of 
creating a society where children enjoy play as an integral part of their holistic 
development and wellbeing. She has been the Chairperson of the ManCom for 
a number of years and assisted in developing the Distance Training Course. 

 



 

PRESENTATION 

TITLE TOY LIBRARIANS AS COMMUNITY PLAY AMBASSADORS 

THEME TOY LIBRARIES A SOLUTION FOR INCREASING ACCESS TO PLAY FOR CHILDREN OF ALL 
AGES AND ABILITIES 

MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THIS 
PRESENTATION 

TO CREATE AWARENESS IN TOY LIBRARIANS OF THEIR CRITICAL ROLE IN PROMOTING 
ARTICLE 31, THE CHILD’S RIGHT TO PLAY, AND IN MOBILIZING THE COMMUNITY TO 
FULFIL ITS OBLIGATION TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO DIVERSE PLAY OPPORTUNTIES FOR 
CHILDREN OF ALL AGES AND ABILITIES 

Summary of Presentation (Max. 200 words) 

(198 words) a. Title: Toy Librarians as Community Play Ambassadors 

b. Context/Background: 

Toy librarians work in communities where they are respected as professionals who 
promote play. Children, including teenagers, require diverse play experiences.     

c. Literature Review:  General Comment 17 (2013) exists because of the neglect of 
Article 31 - the right to play and recreation - by too many governments.  The Play 
Policy Brief (SA 2017) highlights gaps in play policy.  

d. Methodology: Aspects of the ACTPSA Distance Training Course will be presented 
including the right to play and examples of diverse types of play.   

Resources that provide information about how to form and manage Community 
Play Forums that aim to increase access to play for children of all ages and abilities 
will be presented.  

e. Findings: The impact and the challenges of these 2 projects will be shared. 

f.  Recommendations: Links will be provided to access this information from the 
ACTPSA website. Many of the publications are available for free download.  

g. Conclusions: It is a logical extension of the work of toy librarians that they become 
play ambassadors striving to support Article 31 by increasing access to diverse 
types of play for children of all ages and abilities.    

Has this been presented at 
another conference? 

NO 

 


