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Annexure A

ABSTRACT FOR PRESENTATIONS

Thank you for submitting an abstract to do a presentation at the upcoming 15 International Toy Library Conference
in South Africa from the 9" to 13 July 2019.

It is important that you ensure your presentation is linked to one of the conference themes:

Theme 1: Diversity in toy libraries

Theme 2: Toy libraries a solution for ...

Theme 3: Sustainability of toy libraries

Theme 4: Toy libraries of the future - innovation

Your abstract has to be submitted by 31 January 2019. You can submit more than one abstract. All abstracts will
be peer reviewed by a scientific panel between 1 February 2019 and 12 March 2019. You will receive written
feedback by 18 March 2019.

Kindly complete the table below.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

FIRST NAMES AND SURNAME

(as on identity document or passport) Annika Savage

NAME AND DESIGNATION AS IT SHOULD ]

APPEAR ON THE PROGRAMME Annika Savage

GENDER Female

NATIONALITY AT BIRTH South African

TELEPHONE (Landline) 033 413 2736 MOBILE PHONE 076 703 6897
SKYPE ADDRESS annika.hayward

EMAIL ADDRESS annika@letcee.org

ORGANISATION / INSTITUTION

(Full details) LETCEE

WORK ADDRESS 130 Voortrekker Street, Greytown, 3250
POSTAL ADDRESS PO Box 745, Greytown, 3250

Your short bio and photo will be | Annika is an enthusiastic occupational therapist working in rural KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.
inserted into the programme Her passion is to see people live their best lives, to be included in their families and communities
X and to live fulfilled lives despite any challenges they may face.

(maximum 200 words — head and

shoulder photo) She graduated top of her class with a bachelor’s degree in occupational therapy (OT) from
Stellenbosch University. After leaving the city for the grassy hills of rural KZN, she fell in love with

working in these isolated areas where access to health and education services is poor. Annika

currently working for LETCEE, an NPO working in the ECD field, on a part-time basis. She also runs

her own successful OT practice in Greytown, and is currently completing her master’s degree in OT

on the quality of life of children with cerebral palsy in rural areas. Annika advocates for

incorporating play in the daily routines of all children.
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PRESENTATION

Title of presentation

The Play-able Project

Which theme is your
presentation linked to?

Diversity and inclusion in toy libraries X

Toy libraries a solution for ...

Sustainability of toy libraries

B|wNE

Toy libraries of the future

What is the main objective
with this presentation?

Sharing experiences on running an inclusive programme at rural Toy Libraries.

Summary of presentation (Max. 200 words)

Include the following
headings in your
presentation

a. Title

b. Context/background
c. Literature review

d. Methodology

e. Findings

f. Recommendations

g. Conclusions

LETCEE has seen that most children with disabilities in rural areas are isolated
inside their homes - never playing with other children. IWe've seen a lot of stigma
related to disabilities and children with special needs. These kids, and to a large
extent their families, don't have the privilege to be active members of their
communities and are often isolated and rejected.

We created a mobile Toy library specifically geared towards children with
disabilities. The toy librarian drives to the homes of children with disabilities and
runs individual play sessions for these kids. He also takes them to the community
toy library closest to their home where they participate in the come-and-play
sessions with all the other children.

By offering the children with disabilities the opportunity to play at local Toy
Libraries, we have seen that other children slowly start to accept the children with
disabilties and are definitely less frightened of these kids. We've seen the toy
libraries become a bridge to building strong relationships and to breaking down
stigma and barriers for these children. For kids with disabilities and their

parents, socialisation at toy libraries adds quality to their lives and for the others
it is the start of non-bias and acceptance.

Have you presented this at
another conference?

Yes No X

If Yes, mention name, date
and place of conference.

Presenting on the same project at the Africa Play Conference (25-27 Feb 2019) in
Pretoria, but with a slightly difference focus.
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