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The Important role of a toy librarian

Toy libraries provide access to beneficial
play opportunities.

The toy librarian is central to the service:

• Prepares the space, making sure there are
play materials that meet the objectives of the
toy library

• Knows about the benefits of play

• Advertises the service to the community and
encouraging everyone to make use of it

• …………and much, much more………………………



The State of Play in the World

General Comment 17 (2013) was issued by 

the UN Committee on the Rights of a Child 

because governments and communities are 

neglecting Article 31 of the UN Convention 

on the Rights of a Child:   

The Child’s Right to Play and Recreation

General Comment 17 was issued after the 

International Play Association organised 

meetings in 8 cities around the world that 

proved that Article 31 was being ignored. 

I’m very proud to say that the South African Toy 

Library Association hosted the 1st Global 

Consultation meeting here in Johannesburg 

and that the International Toy Library 

Association (ITLA) was one of the initial 

partners that supported IPA. 



There are 13 global infringements of the child’s 
right to play. Some of these are:

• Unsafe environments

• Excessive emphasis on educational 
achievement

• Parental fears for safety 

• Inadequate spaces for play

And the most important of all:

• Adults unaware of the importance of play 

In my opinion, if adults truly understood about 
the benefits of play, most of the infringements 
would fall away

At the Launch of General Comment 17 in Geneva
30th September, 2013

Monica Juarez (ITLA), Dr Jan van Gils 
(president of the European Network of 
Child Friendly Cities and also president of 
the International Council for Children’s 
Play), Cynthia Morrison (ACTPSA) 



To be a play ambassador a toy librarian should 
have a thorough knowledge about

• different types of play. Not just play for 
specific skills development and board games 
but also outdoor play, free child-directed 
play (as called for in General Comment 17), 
large group games, indigenous games etc.  

• the benefits of each type of play   

• play activities and play environments for 
different ages and abilities.                                                             

As a play ambassador, this might include 
activities for babies and toddlers, young 
children, tweens and teens, different types 
of disability, adults and the elderly 

Toy Librarians as Community Play Ambassadors

A toy librarian sharing information 

about a toy and it’s benefits



The toy librarian should have a thorough 
knowledge of the child’s right to play and 
recreation, be committed to sharing this 
information with the community and 
should be passionate about play.

ACTPSA offers a distance course called 

Principles and Practices in enabling the 
Child’s Right to Play. 

There are 8 units. Participants send in 3 
Assignments, which are responded to and 
followed up with a Skype meeting.

Let’s take a look at what the Units cover:

Toy Librarians as Community Play Ambassadors



Overview of the ACTPSA Distance Course
‘Principles and Practices in realising the Child’s Right to Play’ 

Unit 1: What is Play?

Unit 2: Observing Play

Unit 3: Physical Play Activities – OUTDOOR PLAY

Unit 4: Physical Play Activities – BIG GROUP GAMES

Unit 5: Play Activities – FREE PLAY

Unit 6: Play Activities – THINKING PLAY (Brain games)

Unit 7: A Child’s Right to Play  

Unit 8: Enabling Play  

Participants receive a Manual and a thumb drive with the course content, 11  Model 
Answers to Tasks that need to be completed, 35 videos and 18 Reference documents. 
Both the Manual and the Interactive Course pdf are packed with photographs. 



Unit 8: Enabling Play  

Advocacy at local community level

A PLAY FORUM is set up by committed people that want to  improve play provision in their own 

community. 

The role of the toy librarian would be to engage with the people listed below to form a play forum: 

• educators (daycare, pre-primary, primary and high school); therapists

• organisations/institutions supporting children, youth and children with disabilities

• community leaders; families (parents, grandparents and children themselves )

• property developers

• ward councillors (who represent various sectors within the community)

• government officials (education, recreation, parks, safety & security etc.)  



Unit 8: Enabling Play  

Play Forum Resources for sharing

ACTPSA has developed several resources which can be shared free of charge with anyone wanting to 

start a Play Forum. These include:

• Action Plan For Establishing a Play Forum 

• Invitation to the Founding Meeting of the Play Forum

• Play Forum Information Booklet for Members

• PowerPoint presentation for the first meeting

• Community Information Booklet to hand out when canvassing parents and others in the 

community 

• Information Booklet for Children. Children are first asked what play opportunities they would like. 

The Booklet is handed out and the different play possibilities are explained. Then they fill in a brief 

checklist of preferred play activities.

• Play Audit Form to use when checking all the play opportunities currently available in the 

community for different ages and abilities  



Unit 8: Enabling Play  

Invitation to a meeting to establish a Play Forum – developed by children



Unit 8: Enabling Play  

Finding solutions to the gaps in play provision:

The Play Audit and the responses from children will highlight the following:

• Types of play that are not available

• The age groups for which these types of play are not available

• Children with disabilities that are not catered for

• Too few play spaces near to where the children live

The Play Forum then creates a plan to improve play provision, beginning with play 
activities and environments that are easy and cheap to set up and that are sustainable.
Start with a manageable area e.g. 2 square kilometers. 

The cooperation of community members, families and youth will be necessary to assist 
with this and to volunteer to act as Play Watch members, for the children’s safety. 

To  motivate the community, the toy librarian and the Play Forum must succeed in 
sharing the information about the benefits of play in skills development, for psycho-
social health and to reduce boredom which often results in petty crime, depression, 
drugs and alcohol abuse.     



Sustainable Solutions

Stimulating play spaces that capture children’s imagination and provide child-directed, 
open ended play and experimentation



Sustainable Solutions
An educated community understands the need for exploring, experimenting and 

creating. AND……..just for enjoying some quiet time.  



Sustainable Solutions
An educated community understands the need for large muscle play. 

They know that 

moderately risky play 

offers great benefits to 

children of all ages 

Especially to tweens and teens 

who are always trying to 

challenge themselves – an 

important phase in their  

development 



Sustainable Solutions

A place to hang out and 

to do your own thing – to 

socialise with your 

friends

The freedom to explore, 

experiment  and create 

with different types of 

materials.



Sustainable Solutions
An educated community understands that all types of games stimulate children’s thinking skills. 

They help children to follow rules, take turns, to accept losing and to get along with others. 



Sustainable Solutions
Not all toys and games have to be bought – there is a lot that one can make.

In loose parts play, scrap materials are used in many different ways

Home made board game

Loose parts play      →

↓

Home made make believe equipment 



Sustainable Solutions
Informed parents realise that a few changes in the space, and the time allowed for playing, 

can make a big difference in their children’s lives.

Toy librarians who understand about the benefits of play and the child’s 
right to play can inform parents who attend the toy library of these simple 
ways of ensuring that their children have an opportunity to play at home.  



Sustainable Solutions
A committed community will make the effort to organise opportunities for play

Play club in a rural area – or any area Fun on World Play Day

Street play: 

the street is 

closed off for 

an hour or 

two
Fun on the roof top 

in built up areas



Play  Ambassadors will 
Look at spaces in a different way – tapping into their creativity 



Play Ambassadors will
Observe the creativity of children and find a way to make the play safe

At the side 
of a road far 
from their 
homes  

In a camp for 
families 
displaced by 
homophobia –
there is 
absolutely 
nothing to play 
with 

It’s a built up area – and I’m 
bored!



The ACTPSA Manual, shown on the left, and our 
distance course

Principles and Practices in enabling 
the Child’s Right to Play 

provide you with all the information you need to 
be a Play Ambassador. 

The Manual is available for free download from 
our website – www.a-chance-to-play.org.za

You can also buy it at the Spaza shop here at the 
Conference. 

I hope that you have been inspired  to become 
play ambassadors or play champions in your 

community . If not you, my toy library friends, 
then who?? 

Thank you

Toy Librarians as Community Play Ambassadors

http://www.a-chance-to-play.org.za/

