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ABSTRACT FOR PRESENTATIONS

Thank you for submitting an abstract to do a presentation at the upcoming 15 International Toy Library Conference
in South Africa from the 9" to 13 July 2019.

It is important that you ensure your presentation is linked to one of the conference themes:

Theme 1: Diversity in toy libraries

Theme 2: Toy libraries a solution for ...

Theme 3: Sustainability of toy libraries

Theme 4: Toy libraries of the future - innovation

Your abstract has to be submitted by 31 January 2019. You can submit more than one abstract. All abstracts will
be peer reviewed by a scientific panel between 1 February 2019 and 12 March 2019. You will receive written
feedback by 18 March 2019.

Kindly complete the table below.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

FIRST NAMES AND SURNAME

(as on identity document or passport) Norah Mary James

NAME AND DESIGNATION AS IT SHOULD

APPEAR ON THE PROGRAMME Mary James

GENDER Female

NATIONALITY AT BIRTH South African

TELEPHONE (Landline) 0334132736 MOBILE PHONE 082 858 0819
SKYPE ADDRESS LETCEE 2

EMAIL ADDRESS mary@letcee.org

ORGANISATION / INSTITUTION

(Full details) LETCEE 2

WORK ADDRESS 130 Voortrekker St., GREYTOWN KZN
POSTAL ADDRESS PO Box 745 Greytown 3250

Your short bio and photo will be ) )
inserted into the programme Mary is a mother and Gogo (grandmother) who loves to play! She is the
Founder / Director of LETCEE and has been in the ECD field for more
than 25 years, working in rural impoverished communities in

Kwa Zulu Natal.

Mary's passion for play and commitment to ensuring all

children can access their right to play has resulted in LETCEE
establishing 8 fixed and 3 mobile Toy Libraries. Her deep respect for
fellow Gogos, and their need for respite and fun, was the inspiration for
the first play day.

(maximum 200 words — head and
shoulder photo)
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PRESENTATION

Title of presentation

r Tightening family ties

Which theme is your
presentation linked to?

1. Diversity and inclusion in toy libraries

. Toy libraries a solution for ... X

2
3. Sustainability of toy libraries
4. Toy libraries of the future

What is the main objective
with this presentation?

To share our experiences of multi-generational play days

Summary of presentation (Max. 200 words)

Include the following
headings in your
presentation

a. Title

b. Context/background
c. Literature review

d. Methodology

e. Findings

f. Recommendations

g. Conclusions

Tightening Family Ties

In the very rural communities of KZN, most children are cared for by their
grandmother. Zulu culture frowns on adults "playing".

LETCEE has shown that the Toy Library can be pivotal in strengthening

family bonds by generations playing together and sharing experiences.

Selected activities demonstrate the power of learning through play. Playing
alongside friends and neighbours legitimises playing for adults. Parents and
grandparents are re-energised by the fun and laughter and motivated to continue
the playing at home.

LETCEE has used these multigenerational play days very successfully to

initiate converstions around parenting. We have seen the change a day can bring
to family relationships.

The presentation will encourage attendees to facilitate similar events for their own
value and as a kickstart to other family strengthening activities.

This is not an academic or research based presentation...just a sharing of our
positive experiences.

Have you presented this at
another conference?

Yes

No X

If Yes, mention name, date
and place of conference.
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