CREATING PLAY OPPORTUNITIES IN A RURAL SOUTH AFRICAN VILLAGE
Mary Clark (Play for All Toy Library)

Is there a need to create play opportunities? Children in a rural context will have plenty of space to
play, and plenty of playmates nearby. What more do they need?

Hamburg is a rural village in the Eastern Cape. It is spread out over a very wide area and the dirt
roads make access very difficult. Many young children have to walk kilometers to get to the primary
school and créches. If a child has a significant disability, these facilities can not be accessed..
Paying for children to be transported is unaffordable for many families even by donkey cart!

This presentation looks at the current limited provision of play opportunities for children in
Hamburg village and how the mobile toy library and play facilitators can provide a rich diversity of
play experiences for people of all ages. This is particularly important for families who have children
with disabilities.

The positive role of the toy/play library in a rural context is discussed as well as some of the
challenges and barriers encountered that limit or prevent play happening



