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Beyond  a  Toy  Library  –  a  sustainable  approach 

The 15
th 

International Toy Library Conference 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

Annexure B 

ABSTRACTS TO HOST A WORKSHOP 

Thank you for submitting an abstract to host a workshop at the upcoming 15th International Toy Library Conference in 
South Africa from 9th to 13th July 2019. 

It is important that you ensure your presentation is linked to one of the conference themes: 
 

Theme 1: Diversity in toy libraries 

Theme 2: Toy libraries a solution for … 

Theme 3: Sustainability of toy libraries 

Theme 4: Toy libraries of the future - innovation 

Your abstract has to be submitted by 31 January 2019.  You can submit more than one abstract. All abstracts will  be 
peer reviewed by a scientific panel between 1 February 2019 and 12 March 2019. You will receive written feedback by 
18 March 2019. 

 
Kindly complete the table below. 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
FIRST NAME AND SURNAME 
(as on identity document or passport) 

Debbie Williams   

NAME AND DESIGNATION AS IT SHOULD 
APPEAR ON THE PROGRAMME 

Debbie Williams, President Toy Libraries Australia 

GENDER Female   

NATIONALITY AT BIRTH New Zealander   

TELEPHONE (Landline)  MOBILE PHONE +61411037941 

SKYPE ADDRESS    

EMAIL ADDRESS president@toylibraries.org.au 

ORGANISATION/INSTITUTION 
(Full details) 

Toy Libraries Australia   

WORK ADDRESS    

POSTAL ADDRESS 41 Grice Cres, Essendon, VIC 3040 

Your short bio and photo will be 
inserted into the programme 
(maximum 200 words – head and 
shoulder photo) 

When Debbie’s eldest daughter was 9 months old, she moved house and 
found it was too far to continue to travel to their previous toy library. So instead 
she decided to start a new toy library closer to home. Little did she know that 
toy libraries would take over her life. The Moonee Valley Toy Library (which 
she started) grew very quickly to have 450 family members in two years. 
For the last six years she has been President of Toy Libraries Australia and 
led the organisation’s transformation from a volunteer run organisation to a 
professional national association. Debbie was also on the ITLA board from 
2014-17, responsible for World Play Day and the Oceania link person. 
Debbie’s two daughters are now 9 and 6. She is also an owner of strategy 
consulting firm Right Lane Consulting and a non-executive director.  
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WORKSHO 
(1 hour duration, group size of 20) 

Topic of workshop: Australia’s Toy Lending Library Model 

Which conference theme is your 
workshop linked to? 

1. Diversity and inclusion in toy libraries  

2. Toy libraries a solution for …  

3. Sustainability of toy libraries x 

4. Toy libraries of the future  

What is the aim of your workshop? Provide an overview of the toy library model used in Australia 

Explain the content of your 
workshop using the following 
headings: 
a. Introduction 

b. Objective, Activities, resources 

and time allocation 

c. Configuration of the room (pods, 

cinema style, u-shape) 

a) Toy libraries started in Australia in the 1970s with a focus on lending toys for 

children with disabilities.  40 years later toy libraries are continuing thrive as they 

once again adjust their focus to meet the changing needs of families. 

The presentation will give an overview of how toy libraries work in Australia, 

including photos of toy libraries, and how the model that worked from the 1980s-

2000s is now having to be refined as more families have two working parents. 

b) 40 min powerpoint presentation, 20 min question and answer session 

c) Configuration – Cinema style 

 


