
Cotlands purpose is to create an equitable cohesive society 
for a brighter and sustainable future. Our mission is to 
increase access to good quality early childhood learning for 
all children irrespective of their socioeconomic status. 
Cotlands Toy Libraries are high-impact, cost-effective non 
centre-based projects that provide resources and training to 
children, their families, early learning facilitators, home 
visitors, community workers and other NPO organisations.

Cotlands toy librarians train practitioners working at ECD 
centres located in marginalised communities. We are 
committed to deepening ECD practitioners understanding 
of how children learn and we skill them to implement a 
play-based learning programme that prepares children for 
formal schooling. We deliver a Cotlands ECD programme 
that is linked to the National Curriculum Framework birth to 
four. The toy libraries provide the theme kits that support 
the learning plan, which consist of books, toys, games and 
other resources. In addition, monthly parenting programmes 
are offered to inform, support and encourage positive 
parenting skills.

Benefits of toy libraries 

Educational benefits linked to toys which are 
carefully selected by early learning play experts to 
support the child’s development 

Members of the toy library can be part of a shared 
economy

Cost savings for parents to buy new toys

There is less environmental impact

There are fewer toys that end up in landfills

Reducing consumerism effects on children

Children get new toys every two weeks

Your house is not cluttered with all these toys

Employment creation of a toy librarian and they 
can join the Toy Library Association of South Africa

Encourage more play with your children and less 
TV and screen time

is the highest 
form of 
research
-Albert Einstein

Play
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Order R20 stickers 
and the play activity 
booklet for your school at
www.cotlands.org/worldplayday2020 
Support Cotlands and help us ignite more 
children’s potential through play.

Why is play important?
Play is an essential activity for the foundation of a child’s 
learning. Through play children explore the world and 
develop literacy, maths, life and cognitive skills. 

Children in South Africa
3.3 million children in South Africa live in poverty with 
limited access to early learning. To address this critical 
need; the Cotlands toy library model gives more children 
access to educational toys that develop a variety of core 
skills. Cotlands’ goal is to set up 500 Toy Libraries by 
2022.

Get in touch 
or make a donation
www.cotlands.org
info@cotlands.org
011 683 7201
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